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ART-UNIT: 276 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Rinehart; Mark H. 

ATTY- AGENT- FIRM: Leydig, Voit & Mayer, Ltd 

ABSTRACT : 

The on-line network access system of the present invention operates as an extension of a 
computer's operating system to provide a graphical interface which displays the offerings 
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available in the on-li^^etwork . The organization of th^^Tferings are displayed in a 
manner which is visually similar to the way the operating system displays the 
organization of the computer's local file system. Using multiple navigators, the system 
displays different user interfaces which correspond to different offerings on the on-line 
network. The system further provides a content map which illustrates the location of a 
user in the on-line network. In addition, the system creates "shortcuts" which allow 
users of the on-line network to reference particular locations in the on-line network. A 
unique shortcut data structure allows the storage of the shortcuts in the user's computer 
or the transfer of the shortcuts to others. 

35 Claims, 26 Drawing figures 
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ART-UNIT: 237 

PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Black; Thomas G. 
ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Choules; Jack M. 
ATTY- AGENT- FIRM: Fish & Richardson P.C. 

ABSTRACT : 

A computer filing system for accessing files and data according to user-designated 
cr??Sa The syltem allows the user to define a virtually unlimited number of hybrid 
folders by describing, using terms of their own selection, the file contents of those 
files w hich are to bilong to particular hybrid folders . Such hybrid folders can be 
implemented Jn top of, and nsld in addition to, the normal hierarchical structured 
directS? or the? ma^ replace such normal structures entirely. The inventive computer 
fi^eco^^ol system could therefore be used as the basis of a new computer operating 
sistem In the process of search and retrieval, the invention ensures m two ways that 
the user defines a filter which will always find at least one file. The user ^« not 
retired to type the key words to search but instead chooses the words from pick lists, 
maSng misty^Sg impossible. As the user builds the search filter definition, categories 
which would find no data are automatically excluded as pick list possibilities. 

21 Claims, 5 Drawing figures 
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